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AFGHANISTAN. 3 Apr.—Pakistan. Pakistan statement on preven. 
tion of Pathan foray (see Pakistan). 
17 Apr.—Evacuation of Pakistan wives and children (see Pakistan) 


AFRO-ASIAN CONFERENCE. 18 Apr.—A conference of representa. 
tives of African and Asian countries opened at Bandung in Indonesia 
having been sponsored by Burma, Ceylon, India, Indonesia, and 
Pakistan. Other countries represented at the conference were Afghanj- 
stan, Cambodia, Communist China, Egypt, Ethiopia, the Gold Coast 
Iraq, Japan, Jordan, Laos, Lebanon, Liberia, Libya, Nepal, Philippines, 
Persia, Saudi-Arabia, Siam, Sudan, Syria, Turkey, North Vietnam, 
South Vietnam, and Yemen. 

Opening the conference, President Sokarno of Indonesia said: ‘This 
is the first inter-continental conference of the so-called coloured peoples 
in the history of mankind. Our nations and countries are colonies no 
more.’ The part played by the Colombo Powers in negotiating the 
armistice in Indo-China showed their power. The fourteen hundred 
millions represented at the conference must inject a voice of reason into 
world affairs where others depended on power politics and jet bombers. 

The conference decided that there should be no resolutions but that 
the reports of the three committees—political, economic, and cultural— 
must be approved unanimously. 

The ex-King of Cambodia, Norodom Sihanouk, began the general 
speeches by appealing to the Great Powers to respect the independence, 
integrity, security, and traditions and political ideologies of his country 
and other small nations. 

Sir John Kotelawala, Premier of Ceylon, called for close economic 
co-operation among all countries attending the conference and appealed 
to those countries to try to mediate between the ‘giants of communism 
and anti-communism’. 

Colonel Nasser, Egyptian Premier, laid down two prerequisites for 
world peace—non-interference in other nations’ affairs and the right of 
all nations to pick their own political and economic systems. He 
attacked racialism, power politics, and colonialism. He pledged Egypt's 
support for the United Nations, but demanded that member nations 
should obey its Charter, particularly regarding Palestine. 

Dr Jamali, the Iraqi delegate, said that colonialism, Zionism, and 
communism were the three international forces disturbing world peace. 
He called on the conference to brand Israel as an “illegitimate state and 
an aggressor’, and said the Arabs would never give up their fight for 
Palestine. Attacking communism, he said: “Today the Communist 
world has subject races in Asia and Eastern Europe on a much larger 
scale than the colonial Powers. Under the old form of colonialism some 
form of opposition was allowed, but under Communist domination no 
such cries are permitted to be heard. Communism is a new type of 

colonialism devoted to conquest and domination.’ 

The Persian delegate also adopted an anti-Communist attitude. 

The Gold Coast representative was moderate and paid a tribute to 
British statesmanship. 


terr¢ 


pe 
ml 
Pr 
TI 
lar 
of 
ing 
do 
see 
M 
of 
sal 
nei 
on 
see 
pu 
ma 
fro 
hin 
fre 
wit 

on 
twe 
tha 
con 
pro 
dan 
exc 
N 
pill 
Ind 
and 
fenc 
disp 
N 
Asia 
our 
K 
here 
ALC 

4 


31 MARCH — 20 APRIL 1955 243 


19 Apr.—Prince Wan Waithayakon, Siamese Foreign Minister, asked 
for a certain statement on Communist China’s attitude to the so-called 
rsons of dual nationality in Siam, where there was a Chinese com- 
munity of 3 m. out of a total population of 8 m. He declared that Nai 
Pridi Panomyong, ‘a Thai politician’ was supervising the training of 
Thais and Chinese in Yunnan for infiltration and subversion in Thai- 


land. 

Mr Chou En-lai, Chinese Premier, said that China had no intention 
of subverting neighbouring countries. She was, on the contrary, suffer- 
ing from subversive activities carried out by the United States. ‘If you 
do not believe this you can come to China and send representatives to 
see for themselves’. There was no ‘bamboo curtain’ around China. 
Mr Chou En-lai offered to discuss the problem of the ‘dual nationalities’ 
of Chinese living abroad with any of the Governments concerned. He 
said the ‘autonomous Thai movement’ was no threat to countries 
neighbouring the Chinese province of Yunnan. The Thai people were 
one of the many races in China. 

Mr Chou En-lai declared that the Chinese had come to Bandung ‘to 
seek unity, not to quarrel’. They believed in communism but would not 
publicize their ideology to add to existing difficulties. An overwhelming 
majority of Asians and Africans had suffered and were still suffering 
from the calamities of colonialism. They must not let their differences 
hinder their main tasks. Communists were atheists but China believed in 
freedom of religious belief. China was prepared to have normal relations 
with all African and Asian countries, ‘particularly her own neighbours, 
on a strict adherence to the five principles of co-existence agreed be- 
tween India and China’. 

Mr Tatsunosoke Takasaki, leader of the Japanese delegation, said 
that Japan was ‘completely dedicated to peace’. She was anxious to 
contribute both to peace and to economic co-operation for the common 
prosperity of the Afro-Asian region. 

Mr Sami Solh, Prime Minister of Lebanon, said that there were three 
dangers which might compromise their whole enterprise: fanaticism, 
excessive nationalism, and hatred of foreigners. 

Mr Mohammed Ali, Prime Minister of Pakistan, proposed ‘seven 
pillars of peace’. Four of these were similar to the ‘five principles’ of 
India and China, but he dropped the point on ‘peaceful coexistence’ 
and substituted three others: (1) the right of single or collective de- 
fence; (2) the self-determination of peoples; (3) the settlement of all 
disputes by peaceful negotiation. 

Mr Fatin Zorlu, Deputy Premier of Turkey, said it was necessary for 
Asians ‘to stop violence and aggression, and to refrain from them first in 
our own area’. 

Katay Sasorith, Prime Minister of Laos, said that his country ad- 
hered to the five principles of peaceful coexistence. 


ALGERIA. 1 Apr.—Proclamation of ‘state of urgency’ (see France). 
4 Apr.—Terrorism. Two French residents were kidnapped by 
terrorists, One was later found dead. 
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Algeria (continued) 20 
6 Apr.—Announced results of operations in the Aurés Mountains refer 
showed that thirty-four rebels had been killed and forty-four captured. to se 
agret 
us' 
ARGENTINA. 31 Mar.—Great Britain. A new trade and payments | nie 
agreement between Argentina and Great Britain to remain in force until mine 
June 1956, was signed in Buenos Aires. (The previous agreement had M 
expired in June 1954.) It provided for Argentine meat shipments worth dent 
£34,960,000 during the period of the agreement and specified also the Aust 
values of other exports both Argentine and British. British capital the € 
goods for export were estimated at £68,025,000. static 
British statement on agreement (see Britain). the f 
1 Apr.—Increased registrations at State schools showed that the He | 
Roman Catholic colleges had lost about one-third of their pupils. matt 
14 Apr.—Religious Education. The Government temporarily assul 
suspended religious and moral teaching in the schools. . State 
The resignation was accepted of the Minister of Commerce, Sefior M 
Antonio Cafiero, a practising Roman Catholic. (1) te 
17 Apr.—Church and State. An episcopal letter was read in all willis 
Roman Catholic churches, stating the views of the bishops on the of ot 
threatened separation of Church and State. It expressed willingness ‘live 
to accept economic separation provided it were done ‘with equity and In 
goodwill, returning, for instance, the Church’s assets nationalized in the resol 
past and recognizing the Church’s right to retain and administer its off-sl 
property’; but it declared the bishops’ objection to moral separation muni 
and said that any issue affecting the rights of both sovereignties must be Chin 
treated in common by both. ‘Any other way would amount to a pro- the a 
clamation of discord, disorder, and war between the (temporal and expre 
spiritual) powers.’ M 
pend 
AUSTRALIA. 1 Apr.—Malaya. Mr Menzies, Prime Minister, told posse 
the press that Australian air, land, and sea forces would fight Com- other 
munist terrorists alongside British troops in Malaya ‘as soon as practic- ever 
able’. The forces would form part of a joint Malayan strategic reserve, La 
drawn from Britain, Australia, and New Zealand. senta 
Dr Evatt, the Opposition leader, opposed the dispatch of troops, mem 
asking for a renewed attempt to stop the warfare by amnesty, the quick poun 
grant of self-government, and the improvement of working conditions. denie 
5 Apr.—Dr Evatt. The Labour Party ruled that Dr Evatt was still Vic 
a member of the party since he had paid his subscription to the branch dissol 
at his own electorate, Barton. defea 
17 Apr.—Labour Party Split. Seven Labour members of Parlia- tive A 
ment, who had been expelled from the Party for opposition to |r 
Evatt’s leadership, formed a new party, the Australian Labour Party AUS’ 
(anti-Communist), under the leadership of Mr Robert Joshua. Austr 
18 Apr.—Labour Party Leadership. At a meeting of the Labour publi: 
Party Dr Evatt resigned the leadership but was later re-elected by 52 many 


votes to 27. treaty 
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20 Apr.—South-east Asian Defence. Mr Menzies, Prime Minister, 
referring in the House of Representatives to the Government’s decision 
to send a strategic reserve to Malaya, said that the Cabinet had since 
agreed that, with the United Kingdom and New Zealand, Australia 
must be ready in the event of war to contribute substantially greater 
defence forces to south-east Asia. Their strength had yet to be deter- 
mined, but it would probably be of the order of two divisions. 

Mr Menzies said that he had had important discussions with Presi- 
dent Eisenhower and Mr Dulles on the subject of American support for 
Australia. These had resulted in an agreed statement which said that in 
the event of Great Britain, Australia, and New Zealand undertaking to 
station substantial forces in Malaya the United States would consider 
the provision of effective co-operation to be implicit in the Manila Pact. 
He had also received assurances of American readiness to take up the 
matter of Australian deficiencies in military equipment, and he felt 
assured of complete co-operation between Australia and the United 
States in the defence of common security. 

Mr Menzies said the five main objects of his foreign policy were: 
(1) to seek peace with justice; (2) in case of war to have ‘powerful and 
willing friends’; (3) to defend not only Australia’s own rights but those 
of others; (4) to raise living standards of underprivileged nations; (5) to 
‘live and let live’ in internal affairs. 

In regard to Formosa, Mr Menzies said that the problem should be 
resolved by peaceful means. The unconditional abandonment of the 
off-shore islands would not only intensify the truculence of the Com- 
munists but could also impair the morale of the non-Communist 
Chinese in Formosa and south-east Asia and of free people throughout 
the area. It was not surprising that American policy should have been 
expressed in guarded, even ambiguous, terms. 

Mr Menzies said that it would be madness for the free world to sus- 
pend the production of nuclear weapons in view of the superiority it 
possessed in those weapons. The capacity of nations to destroy each 
other might prove a more effective deterrent than all the resolutions 
ever put on a conference table. 

Labour Party. Uproar broke out in the Federal House of Repre- 
sentatives over charges by Mr W. Bourke, one of seven expelled ex- 
members of the Labour Party, that Dr Evatt had accepted thousands of 
pounds from the Communists for Labour Party funds. Dr Evatt 
denied the allegations, saying they were ‘absolutely wicked and false’. 

Victoria: Government Defeat. The Governor of Victoria granted a 
dissolution to the Premier, Mr Cain, after the Government had been 
defeated by 34 votes to 23 on a motion of no confidence in the Legisla- 
tive Assembly. 


AUSTRIA. 5 Apr.—Three-Power Declaration. A declaration on the 
Austrian question by the French, U.K., and U.S. Governments was 
published, after being handed to the Government. It stated that for 
many years the three Governments had sought to conclude the State 
‘reaty, and recounted the steps taken and the action of the Soviet 


= 
| 
ood 
ad 
“oo 


246 CHRONOLOGY OF INTERNATIONAL EVENTS, VOL. 11, No. § 


Austria (continued) 

Government in holding up all attempts at a settlement. They hoped 
that the Chancellor’s visit to Moscow would ‘result in a useful clarifies. 
tion’, but pointed out that if the Soviet offered proposals which hel 
out the promise of the restoration of Austrian independence these 
should be discussed between the four Ambassadors in Vienna with the 
participation of the Austrian Government. 

Protest Against Russian Action. A congress of Socialist university 
graduates passed a resolution condemning the deportation to Hungary 
by the Soviet authorities of a sixty-year-old Hungarian gardener, Istyay 
Bago, and his family of three who had escaped into Austria and had 
then been betrayed by Austrian Communists. 

10 Apr.—U.S.S.R. The Chancellor, in a statement said: ‘We are not 
going to Moscow to conclude a treaty. That is the task of the four allies 
and Austria jointly. The theme of the Moscow talks will be the treaty 
in general and Austria’s agreement not to join military alliances, 

11 Apr.—The Chancellor, Herr Raab, left for Moscow, accompanied 
by the Foreign Minister. He told the press in Vienna that ‘if our talks 
in Moscow lead to new four-Power discussions on Austria then the 
goal of our mission will have been accomplished. . . We are undertaking 
this trip in the hope of bringing the treaty nearer. 

15 Apr.—Austro-Soviet communiqué on an Austrian treaty (se 
U.S.S.R.). 

19 Apr.—Soviet Note to western Powers on Austrian treaty (se 
U.S.S.R.). 


BELGIUM. 6 Apr.—Paris Agreements. The Senate, by 142 votes to 
2, ratified the Paris agreements. 

17 Apr.—School Bill. Catholics staged a demonstration in Antwerp 
against the Government’s School Bill. Some clashes with anti-Catholics 
occurred, and ten arrests were made. 


BURMA. 14 Apr.—China. Mr Chou En-lai, the Chinese Premier and 
Foreign Minister, arrived in Rangoon on his way to the Afro-Asian 
conference, and was entertained by President Ba U. 

20 Apr.—Burmese-Chinese agreement for export of textile machinery 
to Burma (see China). 


CANADA. 5 Apr.-—Budget. The Finance Minister presented the 
Budget which estimated a deficit of some $160 m. The main proposals 
were: a reduction in income tax averaging 10 per cent to come into 
effect in July; a reduction of from 47 per cent to 45 per cent in corpora- 
tion tax with effect from the beginning of the year; a reduction of 
excise taxes on cars of 5 per cent, and the removal of excise taxes on 
tyres and inner tubes. 


CHINA. 31 Mar.—Purge of Party Leaders. The national conference 
of the Communist Party adopted a report of the political bureau 
branding as a conspirator a Vice-Premier, Kao Kang, and condemning 


an 
had 
wro 

4 
cor 
part 

Gre 
cart 
mea 

delil 
Stat 
Hon 
Gov 
Kon 
| Hon 
C 
Is 

U 
In 
spea 
liner 
Chia 
and 
agen 
Cl 
20 
agrec 

Chin 
CYP) 
Nico 
terro 
arres 
TI 

were 
Th 
Gove 
Prope 
3H 
night 
Gove 
Th 


31 MARCH — 20 APRIL 1955 247 


- an alleged fellow conspirator Jao Shu-shih, a political commissar, who 
had been head of the organization bureau. Kao had refused to admit his 
wrong-doings. (His name had not been mentioned since February.) 

4 Apr.—The China News Agency announced that Kao Kang had 
‘committed suicide as an expression of his ultimate betrayal of the 

arty’. 

k * Apr.—Loss of Air Liner. ‘The New China News Agency issued a 
Foreign Ministry statement about the crash of an Indian air liner off 
Great Natuna island, north-east of Singapore on 11 April. It was 
carrying eleven Communist officials and others to the Bandung Confer- 
ence and all were lost. The Ministry described the crash as ‘by no 
' means a common aircraft accident’, and declared that it was ‘a murder 
deliberately engineered by secret agency organizations of the United 
- States and Chiang Kai-shek’. It declared that the British authorities in 
Hong Kong had a ‘serious responsibility’. 
| 13 Apr.—The British Chargé d’Affaires in Peking protested to the 
_ Government against its accusation about the responsibility of the Hong 
Kong Government regarding the loss of the air liner. 

Hong Kong Government statement and rescue of three of crew (see 
Hong Kong). 
_ 14 Apr.—Chinese Note of protest in London (see Great Britain). 
Chou En-lai in Rangoon (see Burma). 
15 Apr.—British Note on loss of Indian air liner (see Great Britain). 
U.S. statement on Chinese air power build-up (see United States). 
_ Indian Air Liner Crash. Mme Li Teh Chuan, Minister of Health, 
_ speaking at a memorial service for the eleven victims in the Indian air 
_ liner disaster, alleged ‘premeditated sabotage by United States and 
Chiang Kai-shek agents’. She described the situation in Hong Kong as 
_ ‘a grave menace to China which the Chinese people cannot tolerate’, 
_ and declared that the colony was ‘infested with Chiang Kai-shek 
| agents’. 
Chinese-Japanese fishing agreement (see Japan). 
_ 20 Apr.—Burma. The New China News Agency announced an 
_ agreement with Burma, reached at Peking in March, under which 
_ China was to export textile machinery to Burma. 


_ CYPRUS. 1 Apr.—Bomb Outrages. A series of dynamite attacks in 
_ Nicosia and other towns was described as the worst outbreak of 
_ terrorism since 1931. Several casualties were caused, and a number of 
arrests were made. 

Thirteen men charged with seeking to promote civil war (see p. 176) 
were committed for trial by a higher Court. 

The Turkish community, in a message to the Governor, urged the 
Government ‘to take the strongest measures to safeguard the lives and 
property of law-abiding citizens against such wanton outrages’. 

3 Apr.—Bomb-throwing attacks continued for the fourth successive 
night. One bomb exploded outside a hotel in Nicosia just after the 
Governor had left it. An arms dump was discovered at Limassol. 

The Pan-Cyprian Labour Federation, a left-wing organization 
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Cyprus (continued) 

representing 14,000 workers, passed a resolution deprecating the 
‘terrorist activities’ which, it claimed, were inspired by people why 
wanted to make ‘Government measures against the working clay 
appear justified’. 

4 Apr.—The Government broadcast an appeal to the public to 
help them to stop the outrages. The Governor warned teachers and 
parents that copies of a secret oath to struggle against the ‘British yok.’ 
even at the sacrifice of life had been discovered by the police. — 

Complaint to Greece re broadcasts by Athens Radio (see Greece), 

6 Apr.—Bomb Outrages. Statement by the British Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary for the Colonies (see Great Britain). 

7 Apr.—Grenades were thrown at the residences of a British officer 
and of two N.C.O.s at Larnaca, and at an officer’s house at Famagusta, 

8 Apr.—At Nicosia students went on strike and clashed with the 
police, whom they stoned outside a prison where some of their numbers 
had been imprisoned. 

Demands for independence were reported to have been instigated 
by a secret society named the E.O.K.A. or National Organization fy; 
Cyprus Struggle. 

17 Apr.—Leaflets threatening the ‘shedding of British blood in 
Cyprus’ if Britain refused to agree to Enosis were thrown during an [aster 
service in Nicosia. They were in Greek and signed E.O.K.A. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 1 Apr.—Price Reductions. New pric 
reductions of up to 28 per cent came into force. They affected 16,000 
items. 


DENMARK. 20 Apr.—Paris Agreements. Denmark formally rati- 
fied the Paris agreements. 


EGYPT. 3 Apr.—Gaza Incident. Israeli statement on incident near 
Gaza (see Israel). 

The Yemen. Major Salem, Minister of National Guidance, an- 
nounced that following the abdication of the Imam of the Yemen an 
official mission had been sent there to help to reconcile conflicting 
viewpoints and ‘save the situation’ among brother Arabs. 

7 Apr.—The Nile Waters. A spokesman for Major Salem stated 
that the talks with the Sudan over the distribution of the Nile Waters 
had broken down. He said that the Sudanese Irrigation Minister had 
refused to discuss technical proposals and had side-tracked the issues 
‘for political reasons’. 

Sudanese comment (see Sudan). 

11 Apr.—The Yemen. Colonel el Shafei, Minister of Social Affairs, 
who had returned to Cairo after leading the delegation to the Yemen, 
announced that the Imam Ahmed of the Yemen had proclaimed his son, 
the Emir el Badr, as heir to the throne. 

Colonel Shafei said several of the Imam’s brothers, led by Emi 
Abdullah, had been waiting for a chance to seize power, the successi0i 
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in the Yemen not being necessarily hereditary. When the Imam Ahmed 
was besieged in his palace by 600 rebel soldiers led by Abdullah he had 
agreed to give up his executive power but had refused to surrender his 

sition as Imam. Abdullah had however insisted that he must abdicate. 
The Imam had distributed money among the rebel soldiers and had 
promised them a pardon, thus rallying most of them to his side. At the 
same time the Crown Prince had rallied chieftains in the Hajja Pro- 


- vince who were marching to the rescue. Abdullah had then tried to 


escape into Aden but had been arrested. 
16 Apr.—Gaza Area. United Nations observation posts were set up 


: along the entire length of the demarcation line between Egyptian-held 


(Gaza and Israeli territory as a means of lessening tension in the area. 
17 Apr.—The mixed armistice commission censured both Egypt and 
Israel for a border incident on g April in the Gaza area. 


FORMOSA. 19 Apr.—Chinese Nationalist statement on off-shore 


islands (see United States). 


_ FRANCE. 1 Apr.—Algeria. The National Assembly, by 379 votes to 
| 219, approved a Bill creating a new legal concept intermediate between 
_ the rule of law and a state of siege, called a ‘state of urgency’. The Bill 


was made applicable to Algeria forthwith for a period of six months. 


_ It gave the Governor-General increased powers for maintaining order. 


3 Apr.—Wages. The Government issued a decree increasing the 


| minimum hourly wage from 121} francs to 126. Some old age and in- 


dustrial accidents’ pensions were also increased and taxes on some food- 


stuffs reduced. 


Economic Plan. M. Pflimlin, Minister of Finance, told the press 


_ that the eighteen months’ plan announced by M. Faure in February 
_ 1954 had been fulfilled after only fourteen months. The index of pro- 


duction had been raised to 169, compared with the plan’s target of 165, 
and the 10 per cent increase in real wages promised would be surpassed 
under the new measures. 

g Apr.—Soviet Note re annulment of Franco-Soviet treaty (see 


USSR). 


13 Apr.—Atomic Energy. M. Faure, Prime Minister, announced 


_ that France would limit atomic research to the civil uses of atomic 
_ energy and would not study the making of the hydrogen or any other 
nuclear bomb. He did not think the decision would affect France’s 
position as a great Power. 


19 Apr.—Soviet Note on an Austrian State treaty (see U.S.S.R.). 
Great Britain. Sir Gladwyn Jebb, British Ambassador in Paris, 


_ declared in a speech in Algiers that France could count on the British 
_ Government and people to support her position in North Africa in 


every possible way. 


GERMANY. 31 Mar.—East German Road Tolls. Identical protests 


by the three western High Commissioners against the proposed in- 
_ crease of charges on west German transport using roads in the Soviet 
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Germany (continued) 

zone were handed to the Soviet authorities in east Berlin. The protests 
declared that the new rates were so exorbitant that they could not be 
justified on purely economic grounds. They could only be regarded as 
‘politically inspired’, and contrary to the four-Power agreement of 
12 May 1949 (signed on the termination of the Berlin blockade). 

Dr Suhr, Burgomaster of Berlin, stated that 1-5 m. marks were 
being allocated to subsidize Berlin long-distance transport, but it would 
cost 21 m. marks (say {1-8 m.) a year to pay the extra tolls for Berlin 
lorries and buses alone. 

1 Apr.—Lufthansa. The Lufthansa civil air line resumed passenger 
services. 

4 Apr.—Dr Bliicher. The west German Chancellor wrote to the 
Vice-Chancellor, Dr Bliicher, to tell him that he had not accepted the 
latter’s resignation (see p. 147). He believed that Dr Bliicher would 
have an even more important part to play ‘in the years ahead’ as a 
member of the Government. 

Soviet protest re Valery Lysikov (see U.S.S.R.). 

6 Apr.—Valery Lysikov. The U.S. High Commissioner in Berlin 
informed the Soviet High Commissioner that Valery Lysikov was free 
to return home whenever he wished. He denied categorically the 
version given by Mr Pushkin of the meeting on 26 March between the 
boy and his parents. 

g Apr.—Valery Lysikov was handed back to his parents in East 
Berlin at his own request. 

12 Apr.—East Germany. The Government announced the arrest 
by the security police of 521 alleged agents working for the British and 
U.S. secret services. A declaration was issued stating that ‘the occupa- 
tion Powers have turned West Berlin into the main centre of their 
espionage and diversionist activities against the German Democratic 
Republic’. Some of the agents had worked for the west German 
intelligence group led by ex-General Gehlen. 

15 Apr.—U.S.S.R. Dr Adenauer, Federal Chancellor, speaking at 
Luneburg, made a reference to the Austro-Soviet talks on an Austrian 
treaty (see U.S.S.R.), saying that the cases of Austria and Germany were 
not diplomatically parallel and that no one need suppose that the 
Russians would give up their zone of Germany. The Russians would 
agree to German reunification only if a general relaxation of world 
tension took place, and the only way to achieve that was by allying the 
Federal Republic with the remainder of the free world and so establish- 
ing equality of strength with the Communist bloc. The ‘example of 
Austria’ showed, however, that the Russians were ready to negotiate 
‘in the last resort’. 

East German Road Tolls. The three western High Commissioners 
asked the Soviet High Commissioner, Mr Pushkin, in identical Notes 
to discuss with them the east German increased road tolls which they 
said averaged 1,000 per cent and which they described as exorbitant. 
They said that east German officials had twice—on 7 and 14 April— 
refused to discuss the question with west German trade officials, and 
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they pointed out that they had had no reply to their first protest to 
Mr Pushkin of 31 March. The Note quoted from the Foreign Ministers’ 
communiqué of June 1949 and claimed that this agreement was being 
violated by the new tolls. 

17 Apr.—Berlin. A small demonstration against the Paris agree- 
ments was held in west Berlin. Fifty-seven arrests were made on the 

round that the demonstraters constituted an unlawful assembly. 

Pakistan-Krupp Steel Agreement. It was learnt that the President 
of the Pakistan Development Corporation had signed an agreement with 
Krupps for the erection of a steelworks at Kot on the river Indus at 
a cost of 100 m. marks (about £8-4 m.). The International Bank, the 
United States Foreign Operations Administration, and the Colombo 
Plan were helping with the payments problem. 

East German Police. Neues Deutschland reported that in a speech 
to the Central Committee of the Socialist Unity Party, Herr Stoph, 
Minister of the Interior, had said that there were still a number of young 
members of the party who had not volunteered for service in the police 
‘which is now being developed into a strong cadre army’. Factory 
guards—an armed militia—must be turned into ‘an effective instru- 
ment of home defence’. 

18 Apr.—West Germany. It was officially stated that the Federal 
Government would participate in any preliminary talks with the 
western Powers which might be held before a conference of the Great 
Powers, even if the Paris agreements had not been finally implemented. 

20 Apr.—Paris Agreements. The United States High Commis- 
sioner deposited the U.S. Government’s instruments of ratification of 
the Paris agreements at the Palais Schaumburg. 

Dr Adenauer, Federal Chancellor, similarly deposited the instru- 
ments of ratification for the Federal Government. 


GOLD COAST. 31 Mar.—Ashanti. Dr Nkrumah, Prime Minister, 
announced in the Legislative Assembly the Government’s decision to 
appoint a Select Committee to examine the question of a Federal 
Government for the Gold Coast. It had also been decided to divide 
Ashanti into two administrative regions. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 31 Mar.—Foreign Policy. Sir Anthony Eden, 
Foreign Secretary, speaking in Newcastle, said it was no good expecting 
quick results from talks with the Russians. The future of Germany 
and disarmament were the two main problems. He thought there did 
exist elements of what could be successful negotiation, but he warned 
his audience against the deceptiveness of the quick and easy solution, 
reminding them that the Soviet leaders were dedicated to the spread 
of their own totalitarian authority over the whole world, that they 
disposed of vast resources, had piled up armaments after the war when 
the west was disarming, and were making every effort to prevent 
western unity. The west must negotiate firmly and warily, but with a 
will to arrive. 

He stated that the London disarmament talks were based on a Franco- 
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Great Britain (continued) 
British plan providing for the complete elimination of the use a4 
manufacture of nuclear weapons, for drastic reductions in conyentiona| 
armaments and armed forces, and for strict international contro! oy¢; 
the whole programme. While accepting these aims, the Soviet Goyer. 
ment had frustrated British efforts to translate them into practica| 
terms. ‘We all say “Ban the bomb”, but we and our western allies als, 
say that armies and armaments must be reduced to a point at which 
no country can threaten its neighbour. That is real disarmament’, 
The Foreign Minister said it was characteristic of the Soviet attitude 
that while they told the whole world outside Russia that the hyd rogen 
bomb meant destruction for everybody, they told their own people 
precisely the contrary because they did not want their people to kno\ 
the real danger and how reasonable the western proposals were. 
Although he recognized the terrifying aspects of the hydrogen bomb, he 
suggested that its frightful potentiality was a deterrent to those who 
wielded power. 
Japan. The Treasury announced that talks with Japan on trade and 
payments had ended with an agreement that the existing payments 
agreement should be extended for three months to 30 June. Further 
negotiations would be held in May. 
Finance. The Treasury returns for the year ended 31 \larch 
showed that ordinary revenue, including self-balancing items, \as 
£4,986,678,404, compared with £4,606,069,723 in 1953-4, and ordin- 
ary expenditure, including self-balancing and sinking funds, was 
£4,553,511,810, compared with £4,512,432,051 in 1953-4, making an 
ordinary surplus of £433,166,594. Below the line there was a deficit of 
£493,192,578, compared with {378,527,121 a year earlier, making a 
total cumulative deficit of £60,025,984. The short fall in expenditure 
was due largely to defence expenditure being nearly £143 m. less than 
the estimate. 
Anglo-Argentine trade agreement (see Argentina). 
Argentina. Mr Maudling, Economic Secretary to the Treasury, in 
announcing the signature of a new Anglo-Argentine trade and pay- 
ments agreement, valid until June 1956, said that both countries had 
agreed to facilitate trade in accordance with agreed estimates of trade in 
various categories of goods, subject, in the case of Argentina, to sterling 
being available. The credit and dollar point facilities which had been in 
existence since 1951 had been renewed enabling Argentina to make 
drawings of up to £20 m. whenever the Argentine sterling balance at 
the Bank of England was insufficient to meet Argentina’s commitments 
to the sterling area. The Argentine Government had agreed to make 
special arrangements to meet, on a limited scale, the British request that 
financial remittances should be resumed. It was expected that about 
£1°5 m. of arrears of interest, profits, dividends, etc. would be trans- 
ferred in the period up to 30 June 1956. The Argentine Government 
had also agreed to transfer before 31 July the funds required for settle- 
ment of the sums due to holders of the 44 Province of Buenos Aires 
Loan of 1910. 
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4 Apr.—Anglo-Turco-Iraqi Pact. A Government motion in Parlia- 
ment approving Britain’s accession to the Turco-Iraqi pact and the 
special agreement with Iraq was approved without a division. 

During the debate Mr Nutting, Minister of State, said that the need 
for establishing an effective defence system for the Middle East had been 
dictated by geography and strategy alone, while the development of oil 
resources had now added yet another compelling factor. At the same 
time, the political and strategic picture had changed; nationalism as well 
as nuclear weapons had made their appearance, and had to be taken into 
account. The change in the political scene required Britain to base her 
defence arrangements on the concept of equal partnership between 
sovereign States. 

There was nothing in the pact which need threaten, weaken, or 
cause anxiety to any State in the Middle East; it respected the inde- 
dependence of all countries and offered a specific guarantee to any one 
which might accede to it in the future. Israel was not in a position to 
accede, because under Article 5 the pact was open for accession to any 
member of the Arab League or any other State actively concerned with 
security and peace in that region which was fully recognized by both 
the contracting parties. But nothing prohibited Britain from giving 
a guarantee to Israel. 

Sir Anthony Eden, replying to the debate, said the agreement in no 
way affected the independence of Kuwait and the other States of the 
Persian Gulf. He said it had been received with enthusiasm in Turkey, 
calmly in Israel, not so well in Egypt, and worst of all in Moscow. 

5 Apr.—Sir Winston Churchill’s Resignation. The Queen 
accepted the resignation of Sir Winston Churchill from the office of 
Prime Minister. 

6 Apr.—Sir Winston Churchill informed the Conservative Associa- 
tion at Woodford that he would stand as Conservative candidate there 
at the next General Election. 

New Premier. Sir Anthony Eden accepted the Queen’s invitation to 
become Prime Minister and First Lord of the Treasury. 

Cyprus. In reply to a question in the Lords as to whether the Govern- 
ment would make a fresh effort to secure the co-operation of Cypriots in 
the Government, Lord Lloyd, Parliamentary Under-Secretary for the 
Colonies, said their policy had been made clear in the House on 2 Febru- 
ary when he had said that the offer of a constitution was still open. That 
offer still remained. Every effort had been made to persuade people to 
take it up. 

7 Apr.—Ministerial Appointments. The following ministerial 
appointments were announced: Foreign Secretary, Mr H. Macmillan; 
Minister of Defence, Mr Selwyn Lloyd; Secretary of State for Com- 
monwealth Relations, the Earl of Home; Minister of Supply, Mr 
Reginald Maudling; Postmaster-General, Dr Charles Hill; Minister of 
State, Scottish Ofhce, Mr T. D. Galbraith; and Economic Secretary to 
the Treasury, Sir Edward Boyle. 

g Apr.—Soviet Note re annulment of Anglo-Soviet treaty (see 
U.S.S.R.). 
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Great Britain (continued) 

14 Apr.—Loss of Air Liner in South China Sea. A Note from the 
Chinese Government was received in London protesting against the 
failure of the Hong Kong authorities to take precautions to prevent the 
sabotage of the air liner which was lost on 11 April. It was stated in 
London that the Chargé d’Affaires in Peking had pointed out discrep- 
ancies between the original Chinese warning to Hong Kong regarding 
the liner and the terms of the warning as given in the Chinese Note of 
protest (see China and Hong Kong). 

Renewed protest to Greece ve anti-British broadcasts to Cyprus (see 
Greece). 

15 Apr.—General Election. Sir Anthony Eden, Prime Minister, 
announced in a broadcast that Parliament would be dissolved on 6 \[ay 
and a General Election held on 26 May. The new Parliament would 
assemble on 14 June. 

China: Loss of Air Liner. In a Note to the Chinese Government 
regarding the loss of the Indian air liner, the Government said that it 
deplored the incident and the loss of life, that the British authorities 
in Hong Kong took all steps to ensure the safety of the passengers and 
the aircraft while it was there, and that Britain ‘cannot therefore accept 
any suggestion by the Chinese Government that the British authorities 
in Hong Kong or elsewhere failed in their duties. Pending a full 
investigation it is premature to assign any cause for the crash’. 

The Note also stated that since the aircraft was Indian and the acci- 
dent did not occur within British territory or territorial waters it was not 
for the British Government to conduct a formal investigation, but 
Britain would offer full co-operation after the completion of investiga- 
tions by the Hong Kong police. 

The Note denied that the Chinese Foreign Ministry had informed the 
British Chargé d’Affaires in advance of sabotage plans. On 1o April 
the British Counsellor had been informed that as ‘the Nationalists might 
make trouble for the party of Chinese journalists (on the plane in 
question) when they left Hong Kong on the following day for the 
Bandung conference, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs requested that 
appropriate measures might be taken. . . There was no suggestion of 
sabotage’. Additional precautions were taken for the safety of the pas- 
sengers and the aircraft and nothing suspicious was observed. Subse- 
quent to the accident naval and air forces were instructed to search for 
the air liner and H.M.S. Dampier cared for the three survivors and 
assisted in the salvage operations. 

In conclusion the Note said that if the investigation in Hong Kong 
were to be successful all the parties concerned must furnish all the 
information available. ‘Her Majesty’s Government assume that the 

‘Chinese Government will be prepared to co-operate in doing so; the 
information they have so far provided is clearly inadequate for this 
purpose’. 

19 Apr.—Budget. Mr Butler, Chancellor of the Exchequer, present- 
ing his budget in the Commons, said that the expansion in the economy 
had brought with it many improvements in living standards. Since 
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October 1951 real wage rates (i.e. making full allowance for changes in 
the cost of living) had risen by 6 per cent, and earnings in industry, 
again in real terms, had risen by g per cent. Increases in retirement 
pensions, sickness and unemployment benefit and family allowances 
would be much greater than increases in the cost of living once the new 
scales became fully effective: in some cases they would be more than 
twice as much, and in some nearly four times as much. The expansion 
in the economy had continued through 1954. Employment kept at a 
record level, industrial production rose by more than 6 per cent. The 
increase in exports, which began late in 1953, was well sustained, home 
demand for manufactured goods expanded, stocks and work in progress 
increased, and the rise in investments continued. 

Balance of Payments. Mr Butler said the increase in production had 
necessitated a rising level of imports of raw materials. Imports of food 
had also risen. The country was importing more, and exporting less, 
coal. The terms of trade had also moved unfavourably during the year. 
The index of import prices began to rise in April 1954, and for February 
1955 was 7 per cent higher than in the first quarter of 1954, while 
export prices did not increase until February 1955 when a rise of 1 per 
cent was recorded. The result had been that, on the provisional estimates 
for the six months to March 1955, imports were some £225 m. higher 
than in the corresponding period a year earlier, while exports rose by 
only about £40 m. 

The pattern for the whole of the sterling area was much the same. 
The provisional estimate for the calendar year as a whole showed the 
sterling area roughly in balance with the rest of the world, but a surplus 
in the first half of the year was followed by a deficit in the second. This 
was reflected in the level of the gold and dollar reserves which rose by 
£87 m. to £986 m. during 1954, but in the first half they rose by £179 
m. while in the second half they fell by £92 m. Mr Butler reminded the 
House, however, that in the second period Britain not only had to meet 
the normal annual payments on the American and Canadian loans, but 
also £40 m. in gold or dollars had to be repaid to the International 
Monetary Fund, and {£39 m. in part discharge of the debt to the Euro- 
pean Payments Union. Therefore, apart from these special repayments, 
the loss in the whole of the nine months from mid-1954 to the end of the 
first quarter of 1955 was no more than £46 m.—only about half the 
average monthly loss in the corresponding nine months of 1951-2. 
And at £953 m.—the end of March figure—the reserves were more 
than £350 m. above the lowest point reached in April 1952. Mr Butler 
here referred to the Government’s decision in February to raise the 
bank rate, restrict transactions and financing of hire purchase, and to 
authorize the Exchange Equalization Account to operate with wider 
discretion in overseas exchange markets. He said that as a result the 
sterling-dollar rate had risen from about $2-783 in the third week of 
February to just over $2-79§, and the rate for transferable sterling from 
under $2-72 to just over $2-774. He declared that this showed that the 
Government’s action had strengthened international confidence in the 
Government’s policies and sterling had thereby been fortified. But he 
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Great Britain (continued) 
pointed out that it would take some time before the effects of the bank rate 
and the tightening of credit would fully affect the balance of payments. 

Figures for 1954-5. Reporting on the results of the past year, \\; 
Butler said that a surplus of £433 m. had been realized compared with 
his estimate of a surplus of £10 m. Of the difference, increased revenue 
accounted for £205 m. and lower expenditure for £218 m. Below-the- 
line receipts were the same as the estimate of £191 m. but expenditure 
at {692 m. was £94 m. bigger. Owing to the surplus above the line, al! 
but £64 m. of the increased expenditure was met from revenue. ‘I’he 
national debt outstanding at 31 March 1955 was £26,933 m., an increase 
of £350 m. over the year. There was a net gain in savings ‘of £120 m. 
over the financial year as a whole. 

Estimates for 1955-6. Mr Butler estimated total revenue during 
1955-6 at £4,844 m., an increase of £106 m. over the actual yield in 
1954-5, and total expenditure above the line at £4,562 m., an increase 
of £39 m. over the budget estimate for 1954-5. He estimated total net 
defence expenditure at £1,494 m. which was {£61 m. less than the 
original 1954-5 estimate despite a reduction of £42 m. in the estimated 
receipts of American aid. Other estimated expenditure included £323 m. 
for agricultural and food production grants and subsidies, £1,315 m. for 
the social services, and {100 m. for national insurance. 

Productivity. Mr Butler reminded the House that it was not enough 
merely to meet the cost of imports; Britain had to repay her debts and 
to resume her traditional role as the main supplier of capital for the 
development of the Commonwealth and the colonial empire. ‘I’ 
succeed in meeting these liabilities it was essential to ensure an expand- 
ing volume of world trade in conditions giving British industry every 
chance to share in it, and also to equip British industry to take full 
advantage of this chance by its efficiency and its initiative. He added a 
warning of the need for wage restraint if British goods were to be com- 
petitive. He said that between 1953 and 1954 over the economy as a 
whole, while output per man rose by about 24 per cent the increase in 
wage rates was over 4 per cent and that if this tendency continued the 
effects both at home and in export markets would be adverse. He also 
emphasized the need for increased investment and fresh incentives to 
increase output and productivity. 

Textile Industry. 'To help the textile industry Mr Butler proposed to 
reduce forthwith the purchase tax on household textile articles other 
than wool from 50 per cent to 25 per cent. 

Tax Concessions. Mr Butler proposed the following tax concessions: a 
reduction of 6a. in the standard rate of income tax, accompanied by 
3d. off each of the reduced rates; the tax-free personal allowance to be 
increased from {120 to £140 for a single person and from {210 to {£240 

for a married couple; the band of income taxable at the lowest rate to be 
reduced from {100 to £60; the limit for small income relief, under 
which small investment incomes were treated as earned, to be increased 
from £250 to £300; an increase in the child allowance from £85 to £100. 

Mr Butler said these proposals were estimated to cost £134 m. in 
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1955-6 and £155 m. in a full year. They would leave an estimated 
budget surplus of £148 m. 

Japan. Mr Thorneycroft, President of the Board of Trade, announced 
that Britain would be unable to accept the obligations of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade towards Japan when Japan had 
acceded to G.A.T.T. He said that the Government was anxious to put 
commercial relations with Japan on a more permanent footing and was 
inviting the Japanese Government to enter into negotiations for a long- 
term commercial treaty. 

A White Paper was published on the British Government’s attitude 
to Japanese accession to G.A.T.T. 

G.A.T.T. Mr Thorneycroft also announced that the Government was 
satisfied that it was in the interests of the country ‘to reaffirm its 
adherence to the principles and objectives of the General Agreement’ 
and it would signify its support for the revised agreement in due course. 

A second White Paper was issued containing the revised text of 
G.A.T.T. and a statement of Government policy. 

Soviet Note on Austrian treaty (see U.S.S.R.). 

Four-Power Talks. Sir Anthony Eden, Prime Minister, said in 
answer to a Parliamentary question that the Government was anxious 
for negotiations with the Russians as soon as possible after the ratifica- 
tion of the Paris agreements and that the three western Powers were 
already discussing methods and procedures with the Federal German 
Government and other interested Governments. 

Sir Gladwyn Jebb on British support for French position in Algeria 
(see France). 

20 Apr.—End of Newspaper Strike. The London national news- 
papers resumed publication, after agreement on a formula to end the 
strike of maintenance electricians and engineers which had started on 
25 March. 


GREECE. 4 Apr.—Cyprus. The British Ambassador submitted to the 
Foreign Minister a complaint about the violence and inflammatory 
nature of the broadcasts by Athens Radio on Cyprus. M. Stefanopoulos 
was understood to have replied that in view of the peaceful procedure 
Greece had adopted on the question it had been decided not to permit 
any disturbance of friendly relations with Britain. 

The official in charge of the Cyprus broadcasts was dismissed. 

14 Apr.—Cyprus. The British Ambassador called on the Foreign 
Minister and complained that in spite of two British démarches the 
‘hostile and objectionable’ tone of Athens radio broadcasts to Cyprus 
was being continued. 


HONG KONG. 12 Apr.—Loss of Air Liner. Charges against Hong 
Kong authorities by Chinese Government (see China). 
13 Apr.—The Government stated that it had received an intimation 


of the possibility of trouble in connection with the call of the lost air 


liner at Hong Kong, but no indication of what form this might take. 
Steps had been taken to provide extra security measures, and no one 
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Hong Kong (continued) 
was allowed access to the airfield, while the plane was under police 
guard all the time. 
The British frigate Dampier picked up three of the crew who were 
rescued, and also brought to Hong Kong the bodies of three others, 
15 April.—British Note to China re lost air liner (see Great Britain), 


HUNGARY. 2 Apr.—Amnesty Decree. The official news agency 
announced that the Government had decreed a limited amnesty for 
‘individual cases’ of persons in prison and ‘for the benefit of Hungarian 
citizens now living abroad’, to mark the tenth anniversary of the 
country’s ‘liberation’ by the Soviet Army. 

13 Apr.—Trials. Budapest Radio announced the execution of four 
Hungarians found guilty by a Budapest court of conspiring to over- 
throw the regime. 

18 Apr.—Government Changes. Budapest Radio announced that, 
in accordance with a decision of the Central Committee of the Workers’ 
Party, Mr Imre Nagy, Prime Minister, and Mr Mihaly Farkas, Defence 
Minister, had been dismissed and removed from the Politbureau and 
the Central Committee. The Central Committee accused Mr Nagy of 
anti-Marxist, anti-Leninist ideas contradictory to party policy and to 
workers’ and peasants’ interests, of opposition to the development of 
heavy industry and to the campaign for rural co-operatives, and of 
trying to use the State and to some extent the Patriotic People’s Front 
‘as an instrument of oppression against the party’. 

Mr Andras Hegedus was appointed to succeed Mr Nagy as Prime 
Minister. His former post of First Vice-Premier was given to Mr 
Joszef Mekis, chairman of the Trade Union Council. The two vacan- 
cies in the Politbureau and the Central Committee were filled by Mr 
Mekis and Mr Istvan Kovacs, a former Minister. Mr Laszlo Piros, 
Minister of the Interior, was appointed an alternate member of the 
Politbureau. 

Government Policy. Mr Hegedus, the new Prime Minister, in his 
first speech to the National Assembly, indicated that his Government's 
principal task would be to eliminate the ‘right-wing deviationist’ errors 
of his predecessor and to increase productivity. He said heavy industry 
had to be developed above all. Independent peasants would continue to 
receive Government help but the future belonged to the socialist sector 
of agriculture. Good-neighbourly relations with Austria and Yugo- 
slavia would be further developed. 

19 Apr.—Defence. The Finance Minister presented the Budget to 
Parliament. It showed a 1-5 per Cent increase in defence expenditure to 
5,700 m. florints (£175-8 m.) which was 12°5 per cent of the total of 
46,961 m. florints. The increase was stated to be necessary because of 
the ratification of the Paris agreements and the danger of German 
militarism. 


INDIA. 31 Mar.—Foreign Policy. Mr Nehru, Prime Minister, in a 
review of foreign policy in Parliament, said the five principles of co- 
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existence were a direct challenge to the world, and he hoped the forth- 
coming Asian-African conference at Bandung would pose this challenge 
boldly and ask for a direct reply. Referring to Mr Mohammed Ali’s 
comment that the principles were Communist-inspired, he said the 
countries of Asia and Africa were not interested in communism or anti- 
communism, both of which interfered in other people’s internal affairs. 
They felt more about racialism and colonialism. Why didn’t the cham- 
ions of freedom talk about happenings in Africa and the colonies? 

The Prime Minister maintained that the Manila treaty and the 
establishment of S.E.A.T.O. had upset all expectations of peace in the 
Far East and South-east Asia, and he expressed surprise that N.A.'1'.O. 
had been allowed to defend Portugal’s colonies. He warned Portugal 
that it was only because of India’s patience that Portuguese rule con- 
tinued in India’s territory. 

Mr Nehru also complained that the new Anglo-Iraqi-Turco treaty 
had broken up the Arab League and created bitterness in a number of 
countries. He asked the Great Powers if it were really in their interest 
to break up the homogeneity of the Middle East. The situation in 
Europe was also discouraging, and he declared that the only sensible 

ath in an atomic age was to follow Gandhi’s philosophy that war was 
evil and that force achieved nothing. 

6 Apr.—Goa. Reports reached Delhi that when the first meeting was 
held of the National Congress of Goa over fifty delegates were arrested 
by the Portuguese. 

10 Apr.—Co-existence Conference. An unofficial conference in 
New Delhi ended with the passing of resolutions calling for ten-nation 
talks on Formosa—excluding Nationalist China; world disarmament; 
and the scrapping of stocks of atomic weapons. The wording of the 
resolutions as finally passed was in the form proposed by large delega- 
tions from Russia and China. Sixteen countries were represented at 
the conference. The ten named in the resolution were India, Burma, 
Pakistan, Ceylon, Indonesia, China, Britain, France, the U.S.A., and 
Russia. 

Vietnam. The Deputy Premier of North Vietnam, Pham Van Dong, 
who was in Delhi, had discussions with Mr Nehru, after which a state- 
ment was issued recording the ‘firm resolve of their two Governments 
to respect and seek implementation of the Geneva agreements’. Both 
reafirmed their belief that good neighbourly relations and respect 
and tolerance for one another between Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos 
in accordance with the Geneva agreements and the ‘five principles’ 
would serve to promote the political settlement in Indo-China and 
further the cause of peace. 

11 Apr.—Goa. A Note sent to Portugal complained of ‘mass arrests, 
detention without trial, and ill-treatment of non-violent satyagrahis’ in 
Goa. It referred to this as ‘mounting oppression’, which would be 
bound to have repercussions in India. 

13 Apr.—The Portuguese Legation refused to accept the Indian Note. 

14 Apr.—Goa. Armed raiders shot and killed a Portuguese frontier 


| guard at Goa. 
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India (continued) 

18 Apr.—Tax Concessions for Foreigners. Sir Chintamay 
Deshmukh, Finance Minister, announced in Parliament that the folJoy- 
ing perquisites for foreigners working in India would be tax-free: (| 
free passages for home leave given by firms under existing contracts. 
(2) rent-free houses up to the equivalent of 10 per cent of the occupicr’s 
salary; (3) entertainment allowances up to a maximum of {£570 a year. 

20 Apr.—Constitutional Amendment Bill. The Upper House o/ 
Parliament passed by 139 votes to nil the Constitution (Fourth Amend- 
ment) Bill which restated more precisely the Government’s powers of 
compulsory acquisition and requisition of private property. It also 
gave Parliament final authority to decide the manner and amount of 
compensation, and removed impediments to certain reforms, especially 
land reforms. 


INDO-CHINA. 31 Mar.—South Vietnam. The Cao Dai sect, the 
largest of the three, broke with the ‘United Front’ opposing the Govern- 
ment and placed its army of 35,000 men at the disposal of the Prime 
Minister. 

3 Apr.—Blockade of Saigon. Following requests by United 
States and French officials, General Le Van Vien, commander of the 
private armies of the three sects, agreed to lift the blockade of Saigon 
for three days. 

10 Apr.—South Vietnam. The Prime Minister, Ngo Dinh Diem, 
established a Civil Guard to supersede the police and security forces, 
which were under the control of the rebellious religious sects. (‘l'his 
meant that there were now two hostile groups of security forces, the 
new Civil Guard and the old Sureté Nationale, headed by one of the 
leaders of the Binh Xuyen sect). 

The ‘United Front’ of the sects announced the launching of a nation- 
wide movement to capture seats in South Vietnam’s first National 
Assembly. 

India. North Vietnam Deputy Premier in Delhi and issue of state- 
ment (see India). 

12 Apr.—South Vietnam. The ‘United Front’ of the sects 
broadcast a statement accusing the Prime Minister of preparing to 
resume fighting. (The fortnight’s truce was due to end that night.) It 
urged the people of Saigon to evacuate the city at once, and many 
thousands left. 

The sects also announced the formation of a ‘popular revolutionary 
army’ for the Saigon area. 

General Ely ordered French troops to take over key positions to 
provide a barrier between the Government forces and the sects’ private 
armies. 

Bao Dai cabled an appeal from Cannes to both sides to prolong the 
truce till 20 April, promising ‘a solution satisfactory to all parties’ before 
the end of April. 

The Prime Minister opened talks with party leaders for the remodcl- 
ling of his Government. 
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13 Apr.—The rebel Hoa-Hao leader, Ba Cut, shelled a village in 
western Cochin-China with mortars. 

14 Apr.—The Hoa-Hao and Binh Xuyen armies resumed their 
blockade of Saigon. 

Ba Cut’s forces fired on a battalion of the national army, killing one 
officer. 

15 Apr.—South Vietnam. ‘The rebel forces of General Ba Cut 
launched guerrilla attacks on Government outposts in western Cochin- 
China. They were also reported to have bombarded and sunk a fleet of 
rice junks between Sadec and Long Xuyen. 'I'wo grenades were thrown 
in Saigon killing one soldier and wounding six. 

Ngo Dinh Diem, Prime Minister, announced that he would not lead 
the South Vietnamese delegation to the Bandung conference because 
of the existing situation. 

17 Apr.—South Vietnam. Appeal to United Nations. ‘The 
Vietnamese Foreign Office issued a document in which it alleged that 
the Viet Minh had sought by every possible method, ranging from 
administrative delays to murder, to prevent northerners coming to 
south Vietnam. It claimed that if it had not been for these obstacles the 
number of northerners who had come to the south—8o0o0,ooo—would 
have been three or four times as many. On the ground of human rights 
and in the name of justice and humanity, it appealed to the United 
Nations and to the nine Powers which guaranteed the Geneva agree- 
ment to extend beyond 16 May (the date fixed in the agreement) the 
time limit for refugees to leave either north or south Vietnam. 

19 Apr.—An appeal was received from Emperor Bao Dai, asking the 
dissident sects to accept a prolongation of the truce in Saigon at least 
until the end of the month. 

Twenty-five people were wounded including ten civilians in skir- 
mishing between the sects’ forces and the national army in Saigon. 

20 Apr.—Renewed street fighting broke out in Saigon, gun fire and 
grenades being exchanged between rebel and national army troops. 


IRAQ. 4 Apr.—Anglo-Iraqi Treaty. The new treaty with Britain 
(see p. 222) was signed in Baghdad. 

British approval of the treaty and of accession to the Turco-Iraqi 
Pact (see Great Britain). 


ISRAEL. 3 Apr.—Gaza Incidents. An Army spokesman announced 
that after an attack by Egyptian troops on an Israeli patrol about three 
miles south of Gaza there had been an exchange of fire across the truce 
line, ending with the Egyptians shelling the settlement of Nahaloz. 
Two Israelis were reported killed and sixteen wounded. 

4 Apr.—The Prime Minister informed the U.S. Ambassador that 
there was a ‘steady deterioration on the borders of the Gaza strip’ held 
by Egypt. 

6 Apr.—Security Council debate (see United Nations). 

15 Apr.—Jordan report of border incidents (see Jordan). 

16 Apr.—Gaza Area. United Nations observation posts were set up 
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Israel (continued) 
along the entire length of the demarcation line between Egyptian-held 
Gaza and Israeli territory as a means of lessening tension in the area, 

17 Apr.—The mixed armistice commission censured both Egypt and 
Israel for a border incident on g April in the Gaza area. 

A house in the Jerusalem corridor was blown up during the night. 
Five people were seriously injured. A complaint against Jordan \as 
later lodged with the U.N. truce supervision organization. 

18 Apr.—Israeli-Jordan Agreement. ‘The United Nations truce 
supervision organization announced that Israeli and Jordan representa- 
tives had agreed to an arrangement between the Israeli and Jordan 
commanders in the Jerusalem area designed to ease the border situation, 
The arrangement was drawn up at U.N. headquarters in Jerusalem and 
came into force forthwith. 

It provided for the designation of a senior military or police officer 
who would have full control of all soldiers or police detailed to the 
defence of the area. Only well-trained and disciplined men would be 
employed in the first line in the area, and sentries and police guards 
would have strict orders not to fire unless by the orders of an ofhcer or 
in danger of attack by superior numbers. The designated senior officers 
would have direct telephone communication with each other. The chief 
of the U.N. truce supervision organization or his deputy might call 
for meetings with the designated officers in the case of disorders. 
Senior officers on receiving reports of incidents would take immediate 
action to end the disturbances. 


ITALY. 5 Apr.—Socialist Party Congress. Signor Nenni, addressing 
the Congress, made an offer of collaboration with ‘the Catholic masses’, 
but gave no indication that his party was prepared to renounce the 
‘unity of action’ pact with the Communist Party. 

6 Apr.—Signor Fanfani, Secretary of the Christian Democrat 
Party, replying to Signor Nenni, said they could not consider collaborat- 
ing with the Socialist Party until it had assumed a position of complete 
autonomy vis-a-vis the Communists. 

20 Apr.—Paris Agreements. The Italian instrument of ratification 
of the agreement on Western European Union was deposited in Brussels, 
and in Washington the Italian Ambassador notified acceptance of the 
protocols providing for Federal Germany’s admission to N.A.T.O. 


JAPAN. 31 Mar.—Former Japanese Islands. Mr Hatoyama, Prime 
Minister, said Japan would have to renounce all claim to the return of 
the South Sakhalin and Kurile Islands. (He had previously stated that 
Japan would press her claim on Russia.) 

Mr Shigemitsu, Foreign Minister, said that Japan would continue 
negotiations with the United States to try to regain the civil administra- 
tion of Okinawa and Bonin Islands. 

Extension of Anglo-Japanese trade agreement (see Great Britain). 


General Hull as C.-in-C., Far East and United Nations commands. 
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5 Apr.—U.S.S.R. It was announced that Russia had rejected the 
Japanese proposal for negotiations in New York on a resumption of 
normal relations and had suggested Tokio instead. 

g Apr.—Siam. Prince Wan, Foreign Minister of Siam, left Tokio 
after concluding with the Government a settlement of war reparations 
due to Siam under which Japan would pay $41,666,666. 

15 Apr.—China. A simultaneous announcement in Tokio and Peking 
said that Communist China and private Japanese fishing interests had 
ended a five years’ conflict over fishing rights with the signing of a one- 
year agreement setting up authorized fishing areas in the Yellow and 
East China Seas. 

18 Apr.—Soviet Prison Camps. A group of eighty-eight Japanese 
who returned after ten years captivity in the Soviet Union, said that 
between 15 May and 27 June 1954 about 200 prisoners were killed and 
190 wounded in a strike at Karaganda prison when the Russians used 
tanks and machine guns. They also told of executions among prisoners 
at Nalysnkya in the spring of 1953 after demands for improved living 
and working conditions. ‘The demands were finally acceded to after all 
the prisoners had banded together and officials had been sent from 
Moscow. 

19 Apr.—United States. A joint communiqué issued by the Foreign 
Office and the United States Embassy announced that the United 
States had agreed to cut the cost to Japan of maintaining American 
forces by 17,800 m. yen (about £17,800,000). 

British statement on Japanese accession to G.A.T.T. (see Great 
Britain). 


JORDAN. 15 Apr.—Israel. A military spokesman reported that on 
14 April Israelis had opened fire at Arabouna village and also near 
Idna village, Hebron. 

17 Apr.—Terrorist incident (see /srael). 

18 Apr.—Israeli-Jordan agreement for Jerusalem border area (see 
Israel). 

19 Apr.—King’s Marriage. King Hussein married his cousin, 
Princess Dina Abdel Hamid, in Amman. 


KENYA. 5 Apr.—The Government announced a development plan 
covering three and a half years and costing some £234 m. Over £4 m. 
was to be devoted to improving the security and defence of the country 
against Mau Mau attacks. 

12 Apr.—The Emergency. General Erskine, C.-in-C., British 
forces in East Africa, said on leaving Nairobi that he felt confident the 
fight against Mau Mau was in its last phase, so far as active terrorism 
went, but to ‘turn the minds’ of the Kikuyu might prove to be a long 
task, while the last phase—dealing with desperate and irreconcilable 
men—might also be difficult. He said that in the previous week 143 
terrorists had been accounted for, of whom 94 were killed. 

Figures published showed that 8,362 Mau Mau had been killed 
since the emergency began, for the loss of 535 of the security forces 
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Kenya (continued) 
and 1,431 African loyalists. ‘There had been 1,106 surrenders, including 
283 under the new amnesty terms announced on 18 January. 

18 Apr.—Surrender Offer. Mr Blundell, Minister without port- 
folio, announced that the War Council would give at least thirty days’ 
notice before withdrawing the amnesty offer to terrorists announced on 
18 January. 


LUXEMBOURG. 6 Apr.—Paris Agreements. Parliament approved 
the Paris agreements by 48 votes to 3. 


MALAYA. 3 Apr.—Singapore Elections. At the first General Election 
under the new Singapore constitution the results were: Labour Front, 
10 seats; Progressives, 4; Malay-Chinese Alliance (consisting of 
U.M.N.0O., the Malayan-Chinese Association, and the Malay Union) 3; 
People’s Action, 3; Democratic Party, 2; Independents, 3. 

5 Apr.—The Governor of Singapore asked Mr Marshall, leader of 
the Labour Front, to form a Government. 

6 Apr.—Singapore. Mr Marshall formed a coalition Government 
consisting of six members of the Labour Front and one member of the 
Malay-Chinese Alliance. He took charge of the Ministry of Trade and 
Commerce himself. He stated that he was convinced that a reorientation 
of the Colony’s economy was necessary, but it should be done with a 
minimum of disturbance to trade. He wanted to abolish the Governor's 
power to override the Government in critical circumstances. 

10 Apr.—Terrorists’ Surrender. Ten Communists, including a 
leader named Hor Leong, surrendered to the police in Pahang State 
in what was officially described as ‘the most successful coup of the 
emergency’. 

19 Apr.—Emergency Figures. It was announced that security 
forces had killed forty-nine Communist terrorists in March, the highest 
figure since August 1954. Nine others were captured and twenty 
surrendered. 

Security forces losses were ten killed and nine wounded. Nine 
civilians were killed and four wounded. 


MOROCCO. 19 Apr.—El Glaoui, Pasha of Marrakesh, declared that 
the solution to the existing difficulties lay in a return to the ‘strict 
observance of the protectorate treaty’. The Sultan and with him the 
pashas and caids had been progressively stripped of their powers; if 
those were restored the minority which refused to recognize him would 
be forced to accept his authority. They had raised the dynastic question 
only ‘as a pretext for claiming liberties and reforms’. 

20 Apr.—The Casablanca authorities announced their decision to 
close down the ‘reserved quarter’ of the new Medina, which had been 
the scene of terrorist attacks in recent months. 

M. July, French Minister of Moroccan and Tunisian Affairs, 
opened the dam of Bin el Ouidane in Central Morocco, which doubled 
the Moroccan supply of electric current. 
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NICARAGUA. 17 Apr.—Budget. President Somoza told Congress 
that never in her history had Nicaragua enjoyed such an economic 
boom. The Budget for 1954—5 amounted to about $44 m., an increase of 
$8 m. over the previous year. 


NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION. 13 Apr.—It was 
announced that the North Atlantic Council had approved the draft 
text of an agreement on co-operation concerning atomic information. 
The agreement was being recommended to Governments. 


NORWAY. 19 Apr.—Loans. It was announced that Norway had been 
granted a $25 m. loan from the International Bank and a $15 m. loan 
in Kingdom of Norway external loan bonds, underwritten by a group 
of thirty U.S. investment banking firms. 


PAKISTAN. 1 Apr.—Budget. Mr Mohammed Ali, Finance Minister, 
in presenting the Budget, announced an excise duty on artificial silk 
cloth of 6} per cent ad valorem and the reimposition of an export duty of 
3 annas per pound on tea. The excise duty on coarse cotton cloth was 
reduced from 124 per cent to 6} per cent. 

3 Apr.—Afghanistan. Pakistan Radio stated that a Pakistani official 
had persuaded 10,000 Pathan tribesmen to abandon a foray into 
Afghanistan to ‘avenge’ an attack on the Pakistani Embassy in Kabul. 

4 Apr.—Turco-Iraqi Treaty. Invitation to Pakistan to join (see 
Turkey). 

12 Apr.—Governor-General’s Powers. ‘The Federal Court 
ruled that the Governor-General had no authority to validate acts of 
the Constituent Assembly under the emergency powers which he 
assumed on 27 March. The ruling applied to thirty-five acts made valid 
by him on 27 March. 

15 Apr.—Ghulam Mohammed, Governor-General, ordered a new 
constituent convention to meet on 10 May to frame a new Constitution. 

16 Apr.—The Governor-General announced in a proclamation that 
he had temporarily assumed special new emergency powers ‘to avoid 
a possible breakdown in the constitutional and administrative machinery 
and to preserve the State and maintain the Government in its existing 
condition’. 

17 Apr.—Afghanistan. The Government announced that it had 
ordered the immediate evacuation of wives and children of Pakistani 
diplomatic personnel in Afghanistan because of ‘disturbed conditions’ 
there. 

Agreement with Krupps for construction of steel plant (see Germany). 

18 Apr.—Constitutional Crisis. The Federal Court issued an in- 
terim order instructing all courts to refrain from taking any action 
against the Government on the ground that thirty-five of the Con- 
stituent Assembly’s acts were invalid. 

The order followed a request to the Court by Mr Ghulam Moham- 
med for advice on how the legislation of the Constituent Assembly, 
nullified by the Court’s ruling of 12 April, could be revalidated. ‘The 
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Pakistan (continued) 
Court’s order included a warning that the Governor-General’s reference 
might remain unanswered if two other points—the dissolution of the 


Constituent Assembly and the convening of the new constituent con- 
vention—were not also referred to it. 


PERSIA. 6 Apr.—General Zahedi, the Prime Minister, resigned owing 
to ill health. 

7 Apr.—New Premier. Hussein Ala was appointed Prime Minister 
by the Shah. He announced that his first aim was a large-scale cam- 
paign against corruption. 

8 Apr.—New Government. Hussein Ala’s Government as 
announced. It included three members of General Zahedi’s Cabinet. 
Abdullah Entezam was retained as Foreign Minister and Ali Amini as 
Finance Minister. ‘The new Minister of the Interior was Asadullah 
Alam. 

12 Apr.—New Pipe Line. The Iranian National Oil Company 
announced details of a {11-5 m. contract awarded jointly to a British 
and a Paris firm for the construction of a 580-mile pipe line from 
Ahwaz to Tehran. 

17 Apr.—The new Government obtained a vote of confidence in 
the Majlis by 92 votes to 2. 


POLAND. 17 Apr.—Ministerial Change. Warsaw Radio announced 
that Mr Jozwiak-Witold had been relieved of his post of Minister of 
State Control and appointed a deputy premier. Mr Ramon Zambrowski 
had been appointed to succeed him. 

19 Apr.—Mr Khrushchev, first secretary of the Soviet Communist 
Party, and Marshal Koniev arrived for celebrations of the tenth 
anniversary of the Russo-Polish pact. 

20 Apr.—Mr Cyrankiewicz’s appeal for unified East European com- 
mand (see U/.S.S.R.). 


PORTUGAL. 6 Apr.—Goa. Report of Portuguese arrests (see Indiv). 
11 Apr.—Indian protest re arrests (see India). 
13 Apr.—Portuguese refusal to accept Indian protest (see India). 
14 Apr.—Shooting of Goanese frontier guard (see India). 


SIAM. 5 Apr.—U.S. Military Aid. The Minister of the Interior 
announced that the United States would arm and equip a volunteer 
force 120,000 strong which was being raised in Siam. 

9 Apr.—Reparations agreement with Japan (see Japan). 


SOUTH AFRICA. 1 Apr.—Bantu Education Act. All native schools 
except Roman Catholic schools and some twenty Anglican schools in the 
Johannesburg diocese were officially taken over by the Department of 
Native Affairs under the Bantu Education Act. Catholics were continuing 
to run their own schools with a reduced State subsidy. 

5 Apr.—Unesco. The Government decided to resign membership 
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of Unesco because of its interference in the Union’s racial problems. 

18 Apr.—Bantu Education Act. Crowds of women and youths 
prevented the pupils of six native primary schools in the western areas 
of Johannesburg from entering the schools, in protest against the Bantu 
Education Act. Eight persons were arrested. 

19 Apr.—The protest against the Act continued. The local schools in 
Benoni, the worst affected area, remained almost empty. 

20 Apr.—Apartheid. Mr Strijdom, Prime Minister, said in Parlia- 
ment that the idea of partnership between Europeans and non-Euro- 
peans was a mirage, that the only hope of the white man to maintain 
himself was in the policy of apartheid, and that it was that policy which 
the Union should urge on her neighbouring States in Africa. 

Bantu Authorities Act. The United Transkeian Territories General 
Council (a native provincial council in the biggest single native area in 
the Cape, commonly called the Bunga) decided unanimously to accept 
the principle of the Bantu Authorities Act and to appoint a committee 
to consider the best means of integrating Bantu authorities under the 
Act with the council system. The Act, passed in 1951, provided for the 
establishment of tribal authorities on local, district, and regional levels 
on the basis of the traditional Bantu tribal leadership system through 
chiefs and headmen. 


SUDAN. 31 Mar.—National Unionist Policy. The parliamentary 
group of the National Unionist Party (the Government party) stated 
that it stood for ‘complete independence and full sovereignty’, and the 
Sudan should be a republic with its own President, Government, and 
Parliament. 

4 Apr.—Technical Aid. Representatives of Britain, Egypt, and the 
United Nations signed at U.N. headquarters (New York) an agreement 
for technical assistance to the Sudan. 

7 Apr.—The Nile Waters. The Irrigation Minister stated that 
the Egyptian delegation to the Nile Waters talks would not agree to the 
building of the Roseires dam by the Sudan unless the Sudanese agreed 
to the building of the High Dam at Assuan which would create a lake 
100 miles long inside Sudanese territory, depriving 50,000 Sudanese of 
their homes (see also Egypt). 

g Apr.—National Unionist Party. The executive committee of 
the N.U.P. adopted a resolution advocating full independence for the 


country. 


SYRIA. 17 Apr.—Clash in Hama. Ghaleb Shishakli, former member 
of parliament and a cousin of ex-president Adib Shishakli, was shot 
dead in a clash with Socialists in Hama. Six others were wounded before 
troops arrived to restore order. The army took over security responsi- 
bility. 

International Bank Report. The International Bank submitted to 
the Government a report recommending a five-year development pro- 
gramme costing $530 m. and indicated that it would be prepared to 
grant a substantial loan. 
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TURKEY. 4 Apr.—Pakistan. It was announced in Ankara that both 
Turkey and Iraq had invited Pakistan to join their mutual security 
pact. 

15 Apr.—Foreign Ministry. Mr Menderes, Prime Minister, took 
over the portfolio of Foreign Affairs from Mr Kopriilii who was 
appointed Minister of State without portfolio. 


UNITED NATIONS 
Security Council 

6 Apr.—Gaza Incidents. Mr Eban (Israel) submitted a complaint 
to the Council that in the period 24 March to 3 April sixteen border 
incidents had occurred and Egypt’s campaign of hostilities seemed to 
have increased since the Council first met in March to deal with the 
situation. During March the mixed armistice commission had adopted 
six resolutions condemning Egypt for ‘serious’ violations of the agrce- 
ment. A purposeful military design was emerging in the Egyptian 
assaults. 

The Egyptian delegate said the Council could not consider these 
incidents since they were already before the armistice commission. 

11 Apr.—The Israel delegate called for another urgent meeting of 
the Council to consider five clashes on the Egyptian frontier which, he 
said, had occurred since the last meeting on 6 April. 


UNITED STATES. 1 Apr.—Paris Agreements. The Senate voted 
to ratify the Paris agreements by 76 votes to 2. 

New Far East commander (see Fapan). 

2 Apr.—Chinese Students in the U.S.A. The State Department 
announced that seventy-six Chinese students, who had received tech- 
nical training in the United States and had been previously refused 
permission to leave under an emergency law, would be allowed to 
return to China. 

7 Apr.—Paris Agreements. President Eisenhower signed the 
Paris agreements. 

11 Apr.—Formosa. Mr Adlai Stevenson, speaking in Chicago, said 
the President would have to decide what to do if Quemoy and Matsu 
were attacked, and he asked three questions: were they essential to 
the security of the U.S.A., or even to the defence of Formosa? Could 
they be defended without resort to nuclear weapons, and, if not, were 
the Government prepared to use such weapons to defend islands so 
tenuously related to American security? Finally, were the Government 
prepared to shock and alienate not only their traditional allies but most 
of the major non-Communist Powers of Asia by going to war over 
those two islands over which the U.S.A. had no colour of claim and 
which were of questionable value to the defence of Formosa? 

Mr Stevenson proposed that they should ask all their allies and their 
friends everywhere in the world to join with them in an open declara- 
tion condemning the use of force in the Formosa straits and agreeing 
to stand with them in the defence of Formosa against any aggression 
pending some final settlement of its status—by independence, neu- 
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tralization, trusteeship, plebiscite, or whatever was wisest. Also, he 
thought that the U.S.A., with all its allies and friends, could submit a 
resolution to the U.N. General Assembly calling upon it likewise to 
condemn any effort to alter the status of Formosa by force. If the 
Chinese insisted on force and rejected any peaceful solution it would at 
least be clear to everyone who the aggressors were. 

12 Apr.—Formosa. In a statement on Mr Stevenson’s speech Mr 
Dulles said that he had suggested the very approaches which the 
Government had been and was actively exploring. Also, he had for- 
gotten one ally, the Republic of China. That alliance, created by 
Roosevelt, had recently been reaffirmed by the mutual security treaty 
with Nationalist China, only lately ratified by an overwhelming bi- 
partisan vote of the Senate. He added, ‘We seek peace and not war. 
We are not committed to the defence of Quemoy and the Matsus 
except under the conditions which Congress has prescribed, i.e. that 
their defence is required or appropriate in assuring the defence of 
Formosa itself’. 

As for the suggestion that the U.N. Assembly should take a more 
active role in the settlement of Formosa’s future, Mr Dulles said this 
question was still before the Security Council and therefore could not 
appropriately be dealt with by the Assembly. However, it was ‘wholly 
within the power of the United Nations now to act in the matter, since 
the Acheson resolution of 1950 gave the Assembly power to act when 
the Security Council was unwilling or unable to do so, and the U.S. 
Government had made it clear that it would like the United Nations 
to arrange a cease-fire and to express the principle that all differences 
should be settled by peaceful means’. 

16 Apr.—Foreign Aid Administration. President Eisenhower 
announced that by 30 June he would set up a permanent new organiza- 
tion within the State Department to be known as the International 
Co-operation Administration to take over the functions of the Foreign 
Operations Administration which would cease to exist. 

17 Apr.—China. Mr Dulles, Secretary of State, told the press that 
he had discussed with President Eisenhower the grave implications of an 
extensive Communist Chinese build-up of offensive air power which 
was in progress on the China mainland opposite Formosa. He said the 
build-up was ‘a considerable intensification and considerably broader in 
scope than anything known until recently’. 

U.S.S.R. The State Department announced with ‘regret’ that the 
proposed visit of eleven Soviet student newspaper editors to the United 
_ States had been cancelled by Moscow. 

A State Department spokesman, referring to the Soviet objections to 
finger-printing and to having to sign a form assuming responsibilities 
for any inconvenience caused by being delayed on returning home, said 
_ that these legal requirements had been imposed without discrimination 
on about half a million foreign immigrants and visitors each year since 
peo they had been introduced. (For Soviet statement see 
U.S.S.R.). 

18 Apr.—Chinese Nationalists, Dr Wellington Koo, Chinese 
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United States (continued) 
Nationalist Ambassador, speaking in Florida, said that the Chinese 
Nationalists would fight to hold the off-shore islands at all Costs, 
whether or not they received aid from the United States. 
19 Apr.—Japanese-U.S. agreement on cost of American troops in 
Japan (see Japan). 
Soviet Note on an Austrian treaty (see U.S.S.R.). 
Foreign Aid Bill. The Senate finance committee rejected by 8 votes 
to 7 a Republican amendment to limit the Foreign Aid Bill to two years 
instead of three. 
20 Apr.—U.S. ratification of Paris agreements (see Germany). 
Foreign Aid. President Eisenhower sent a special message to Con- 
gress requesting appropriations for foreign aid to a total of $3,530 m. 
of which $712-5 m. was for economic and technical aid, $1,000-3 m. 
for defence support (particularly in Asia), and $1,717-2 m. for direct 
military aid. 
The President pointed out that no economic aid was requested for the 
original Marshall aid countries. Deliveries of arms already authorized 
would continue to Europe, and the message contained proposals for 
aid to Spain and Yugoslavia where ‘defence programmes can be suc- 
cessful only with further strengthening’ of the economic base. Most of 
the Message was devoted to aid to Asia, and it proposed the establish- 
ment of a special President’s fund for Asian economic development con- 
sisting of $200 m. available over a period of years under broad rules to 
be enacted by Congress. 
Appropriations were also suggested for Persia, Iraq, Turkey, and 
Greece; for Africa, ‘to promote welfare and growth’; and for Latin 
America to continue existing programmes of technical co-operation. 
The Message confirmed that the Foreign Operations Administration 
would cease on 30 June and its functions be transferred to the State 
Department. 
Formosa. Admiral Radford, chairman of the joint Chiefs of Staff, 
and Mr Walter Robertson, Assistant Secretary for Far Eastern Affairs, 
left for Formosa. 


U.S.S.R. 4 Apr.—Valery Lysikov. Mr Molotov protested to the U.S. 
Ambassador against the ‘unlawful detention’ of Valery Lysikov (see 
Gern.any, 23 March) maintaining that the boy was ‘unstable and was 
undergoing ‘obvious pressure’ from the U.S. authorities. 
5 Apr.—Collective Farms. Pravda announced that 30,000 special- 
ists from the towns were being sent to manage the collective farms, in 
order to remedy the backward state of agriculture. 
Soviet rejection of Japanese proposal (see Japan). 
6 Apr.—Austria. The Tass Agency said that the three-Power 
declaration regarding Austria was an attempt to impede positive results 
emerging from the talks the Austrian Chancellor was to have in Moscow. 
g Apr.—Austria. Mr Molotov informed the Ambassadors of the 
three western Powers that his Government hoped agreement might soon 
be reache‘ and a treaty with Austria concluded. 
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31 MARCH — 20 APRIL 1955 


Britain and France. The Government sent Notes to Britain and 
France to inform them that the Supreme Soviet was being asked to 
annul the treaties of alliance with those two countries since the Paris 
agreements were inconsistent with their letter and spirit. 

Valery Lysikov. Return of Lysikov to East Berlin (see Germany). 

11 Apr.—Austria. The Austrian Chancellor, Herr Raab, arrived in 
Moscow, with Dr Figl, the Foreign Minister. 

13 Apr.—Yugoslav acceptance of proposal for parliamentary ex- 
change (see Yugoslavia). 

Middle East. The Foreign Ministry issued a statement protesting 
against the creation of military groups in the Middle East, and threaten- 
ing to raise the question before the United Nations. The statement 
referred to the Turkey-Pakistan and the Turkey-Iraq pacts and accused 
the western Powers of ‘pressure and threats’ towards countries in the area. 

15 Apr.—Austrian-Soviet Communiqué. A joint communiqué 
issued at the conclusion of the Austro-Soviet talks on an Austrian 
treaty stated that the talks had shown that both Governments desired 
the early conclusion of a State treaty on the restoration of an independ- 
ent and democratic Austria. The Austrian delegation had given assur- 
ances that Austria had no intention of joining any military alliances or of 
allowing military bases on its territory, and would pursue in relation to 
all States a policy of independence. 

The Soviet side agreed that the occupation forces of the four Powers 
should be withdrawn after the entry into force of the treaty, not later 
than 31 December 1955. It agreed to accept (for the Russian-held 
German assets in Austria) the equivalent of $150 m. entirely in deliver- 
ies of Austrian goods; and also to hand back to Austria, for correspond- 
ing compensation, the property of the Danube Shipping Company, 
including the wharf in Korneuburg and all vessels and port installations, 
in addition to the earlier stipulated transfer of German property. It had 
also agreed to cede the Soviet rights to oil fields and oil refineries, in- 
cluding the joint stock oil marketing company (O.R.O.P.), in exchange 
for deliveries of crude oil. 

The two sides agreed that negotiations should begin immediately for 
the normalization of trade relations between the two countries. 

The communiqué concluded with the announcement that the 
Praesidium of the Supreme Soviet had agreed to the Austrian Presi- 
dent’s request for the repatriation of Austrians serving sentences in 
Russia. It stated that after the withdrawal of the Soviet occupation 
forces no Austrian war prisoner or civilian would remain on Soviet soil. 

16 Apr.—United States. Cancellation of proposed visit of Soviet 
student newspaper editors to United States and U.S. statement (see 
United States). 

The Foreign Ministry stated that it had demanded that the student 
editors should be admitted on the same terms on which American 
student editors were admitted to the Soviet Union—without giving 
finger-prints. The visit had been cancelled because American immigra- 
_ tion regulations were ‘incompatible with their public standing and their 
_ journalistic tasks’, The Ministry recalled that when the Soviet chess 
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U.S.S.R. (continued) 
masters had gone to America in the previous year ‘no such demands 
were made’. 
18 Apr.—Prison Camps. Japanese prisoners’ reports (see Japan), 
19 Apr.—Austria. The Government sent Notes to the three western 
Powers proposing an early meeting in Vienna of the four Foreign 
Ministers to conclude an Austrian State treaty. 
Visit of Mr Khrushchev and Marshal Koniev to Poland (see Poland), 
20 Apr.—Poland. Mr Cyrankiewicz, Polish Prime Minister, speak- 


ing in Moscow at a meeting to commemorate the tenth anniversary o{ ae 
the Russo-Polish pact, appealed for a single command of all [ast 
European armed forces to face any eventuality arising from western AG 
approval of west German rearmament. 
YEMEN. 2 Apr.—Attempted Coup d’Etat. The Imam Ahmad was 
reported to have abdicated in favour of his younger brother, Scif ¢! 
Islam Abdullah, the Foreign Minister. 
3 Apr.—Egyptian mission of conciliation (see Egypt). 
4 Apr.—The Crown Prince, Emir Seif el Islam el Badr, asked the 
Arab League to state that his father was a prisoner in his palace at 
Taez, having refused to sign the instrument of abdication. 
5 Apr.—Aden reports stated that the attempted coup had failed. ‘The 
Crown Prince had collected a force which had driven out the Imam 
Abdullah and reinstated the Imam Ahmad. 
11 Apr.—Proclamation of Crown Prince as heir to throne, and Co! 
account of abortive coup (see Egypt). 
13 Apr.—The Emir Abdullah and the Emir El Abbas, the ringleaders Dis 
in the plot to depose the Imam, were executed at Hajja. Pe, 
YUGOSLAVIA. 13 Apr.—U.S.S.R. The president of Parliament sent a 
letter to the Supreme Soviet accepting the Soviet proposal of g February 
for an exchange of parliamentary delegations. 
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